USC Pacific Asia Museum

School Tours Program
Pre-visit Guide 2024-25
Thank you for choosing to bring your students to the USC Pacific Asia Museum! We are looking forward

to welcoming you through our doors. Please review the information in this guide to best prepare
yourself and your class for the visit.

GENERAL OVERVIEW

Your visit will last from 10:00 AM until 12:00 PM. During the two hours at the museum, your students’
experience will consist of an hour-long guided tour led by a docent, and an hour-long artmaking
workshop led by a professional teaching artist.

This year our program will focus on the relationship between art and science, inspired by the special
exhibition, Cai Guo-Qiang: A Material Odyssey. Students will examine how the artist’'s use of
gunpowder to create works of art add an element of unpredictability and vulnerability to the result. They
will investigate how artists experiment with materials and techniques to answer questions about the
world and analyze connections between ancient technologies and practices with an eye towards the
future.

Each tour and art workshop is modified for the appropriate age and grade level standards.
GROUP SIZE

60 students maximum
We require one (1) adult chaperone for every ten (10) students. The adults must accompany the
students throughout the visit and assist the teacher and/or museum docents in managing the
group. Additional adult chaperones are welcome and will be admitted at no cost.

e Only students enrolled in the program will be allowed on the tour. Please do not bring
siblings or additional family members.

COST

The program is FREE for all K-12 public schools. A $250 art workshop fee applies to private and
independent schools. This needs to be paid via check made out to the USC Pacific Asia Museum and
hand delivered on the day of the visit. If you choose to only participate in the docent-led tour, the fee will
be waived.

TRANSPORTATION

If you are the recipient of a bus scholarship, the USC PAM School Programs Coordinator will arrange


https://pacificasiamuseum.usc.edu/exhibitions/cai-guo-qiang-a-material-odyssey/

bus transportation for you through our selected bus company. You are responsible for calling the bus
company prior to your visit to confirm. The coordinator will send you the number to call and the
reservation confirmation in a separate email. You will be listed as the primary contact on the bus
reservation.

If you are not the recipient of a bus scholarship, you are responsible for arranging transportation on
your own. Any additional vehicles joining your group may park in the museum lot for free during the
time of your visit.

ARRIVAL

e Please arrive 15 minutes early. If you are traveling in private cars, please coordinate
your arrival time with all drivers. We encourage carpooling due to limited parking in the museum
lot. The museum is also a half-mile walk away from the Metro Gold Line
Memorial Park Station.

e Buses may unload students in the loading zone directly in front of the museum on Los Robles
Ave or in the parking lot if directed by museum security to do so.

e Leave all backpacks, supplies, food, and water on the bus or in cars. If you are planning to eat
lunch on-site, lunches will be placed in bins provided by the museum. No backpacks are
allowed in the galleries.

e We encourage making name tags for students. This helps the docents and teaching artists
make better personal connections with them.

e Non-flash photography in the galleries is permitted only at the discretion of the docent.

ART WORKSHOPS

Art workshops are designed to inspire creativity and give students a hands-on experience to further
engage with the arts of Asia and the Pacific Islands. Activities are focused on experimenting with
materials and techniques, inspired by the work of Cai Guo-Qiang. Each teaching artist brings a unique
approach to the class and projects vary by grade level. Workshops are assigned by museum staff and
cannot be specifically selected.

LUNCH

If you would like to bring lunches for your students to eat onsite, please let the coordinator know in
advance. You will be directed to put students’ lunches/bags in a designated wagon and have adult
chaperones assist museum staff with taking them upstairs to the eating area. Large groups will have
lunch in the auditorium and smaller groups may be allowed to eat in the courtyard, at the discretion of
museum staff.

ACCESSIBILITY

Please let the coordinator know about any accessibility accommodations needed by your students. We
will do our best to meet them. The museum is wheelchair accessible. There is also a wheelchair
available for borrowing at the reception desk, if needed. Stools are available during the gallery tour, if
needed.



If interested, you may inquire about a bilingual tour (Spanish, Mandarin, or Korean), available upon
docent availability.

PREPARING STUDENTS

Please review museum norms with your class prior to your field trip. Explain that they are for the safety
of the visitors and the art.

Look with your eyes, not your hands (do not touch the art, walls, or glass cases)
Stay a safe distance away from the art, about an arm’s length

Walk, do not run, in the museum

Food and drinks must remain outside the galleries

Use inside voices

Stay together with your group at all times

Silence and put away your cell phones

Use the lesson plan below to further engage students with the content of the exhibition you will see at
the museum.

FAMILY PASSES

Each student attending the field trip will receive a Family Pass which provides
free admission for 2 adults and up to 4 kids. Passes are emailed after the field trip.

CHANGES AND CANCELLATIONS

If you find that the number of students changes by more than five or you need to cancel your trip, email
Lonnie Goodwin at ilanagoo@usc.edu immediately. We ask for a minimum of ONE WEEK notice for
cancellations. For any additional questions and/or special requests, please contact Lonnie.

CURRICULAR CONNECTIONS

Tours and artmaking workshops address California Common Core State Standards for English
Language Arts and History/Social Science as well as the National Common Core Standards in the
categories of creating, performing, responding, and connecting. They also address the Next Generation
Science Standards for California Public Schools.

PRE-VISIT LESSON PLAN

Please review the pre-visit lesson plan with your class prior to the day of your field trip. The lesson plan
is accessible via this link: PAM Pre-visit Lesson Resources


mailto:ilanagoo@usc.edu
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pSFBYPxuBtNtkAMV-aEF4RZqPIwqP4xX?usp=sharing

